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Introduction:  
Absenteeism is a chronic problem at PS 149 and greatly affects students 
and families. The COVID 19 Pandemic has made this absenteeism problem 
even more difficult to combat, and it is my hope that through this 
WebQuest we can work to solve this problem together!  

TASK 
Our task is to first educate students and families about the effects of 
chronic absenteeism, and then work together to find strategies and 
incentives that will combat the absenteeism problem at PS 149. You will be 
broken into small groups and you will work together to create a 
PowerPoint and presentation on this major problem 
and how we can reduce it at PS 149!  

 

STEPS OF THE PPA 
1. Define the problem 
2. Gather the Evidence 
3. Identify the Causes 
4. Evaluate an Existing Policy 
5. Develop Solutions 
6. Select the Best Solution (feasibility vs. effectiveness) 
 
 
FINAL PRODUCT:  
Students will be asked to create an oral presentation accompanied by a 
PowerPoint. The PowerPoint should have at least 8 slides, and the 
presentation should be at least 4 minutes long. The PowerPoint 
presentation should include all 6 steps of the PPA. Students will complete 
the 6 PPA worksheets, and can use the additional resources below to 
complete this project.  
 



 

 

PROCESS: 
1.) Students will be split into groups of 3 - 4.  
2.) Students will then work together to complete all of the PPA 

worksheets below, the information from each worksheet should be 
transferred to a PowerPoint slide.  

3.)  ​Define the problem 
4.)  ​Gather the evidence 
5.) Identify the causes 
6.) Evaluate an existing policy 
7.) Develop solutions 
8.) Select the best solution 
9.) Once the students have created their PowerPoint, they will pick one                     

student that will present their PowerPoint and solutions to the entire                     
class in a 4 minute presentation.  

 

 
RESOURCES:  
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/school-life/school-environment/attendance 

https://www2.ed.gov/datastory/chronicabsenteeism.html 

https://www.attendanceworks.org/chronic-absence/the-problem/10-facts-
about-school-attendance/ 

https://www.epi.org/publication/student-absenteeism-who-misses-school-
and-how-missing-school-matters-for-performance/ 

 
 
 
 
 

http://flippedtips.com/plegal/tips/worksheet1.html
http://flippedtips.com/plegal/tips/worksheet2.html
http://flippedtips.com/plegal/tips/worksheet3.html
http://flippedtips.com/plegal/tips/worksheet4.html
http://flippedtips.com/plegal/tips/worksheet5.html
http://flippedtips.com/plegal/tips/worksheet6.html
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/school-life/school-environment/attendance
https://www2.ed.gov/datastory/chronicabsenteeism.html
https://www.attendanceworks.org/chronic-absence/the-problem/10-facts-about-school-attendance/
https://www.attendanceworks.org/chronic-absence/the-problem/10-facts-about-school-attendance/
https://www.epi.org/publication/student-absenteeism-who-misses-school-and-how-missing-school-matters-for-performance/
https://www.epi.org/publication/student-absenteeism-who-misses-school-and-how-missing-school-matters-for-performance/


 
 
EVALUATION  
Students will be graded using the two rubrics below. One for the 
PowerPoint and one for the oral presentation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CONCLUSION 
Students have learned a lot about the steps it takes to combat chronic 
absenteeism in their schools. It is our hope that you will take the skills that 
you learned today and help effect change in your school community!  

 

STANDARDS 

 

 

 

 
 


