Group Name:  _____________________


Date:  _________________
Step 4:  What are the Existing Policies?
Explanation:  Today we are going to begin the fourth step of the PPA process, finding existing policy.  So far we have: 1) defined a social problem; 2) found the evidence that the social problem exists, and; 3) found some of the causes of the social problem.  Today’s step requires us to find the policies that have been created in the past to deal with the social problem you chose to study.  

Example:  A couple of years ago thousands of New Yorkers came together to push for a ban on smoking in public places – including restaurants and bars.  These people believed that second hand smoke is harmful to those who don’t smoke but enjoy being in public place (AND THEY HAD EVIDENCE TO BACK THEM UP!!!).  Soon the mayor and many elected officials joined them in their fight, and a law – or POLICY – was created to help solve the social problem of second hand smoke in public places in New York City.  Today in New York smokers cannot smoke in public places.

Go through the steps below to locate existing policies regarding the policy you are studying.

1.  What is the social problem you are studying?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.  Brainstorm any existing policies that you know exist (without researching).

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Research.  Get your laptop and begin searching for existing policies designed to curb or eliminate the social problem that you are dealing with.  There are four places below, but you must find at least two “existing policies” by the end of the period.
Existing Policy # 1:  ________________________________________________________________________

Explanation of how this policy helps solve the problem:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Source of information (URL):  ________________________________________________________________________

Existing Policy # 1:  ________________________________________________________________________

Explanation of how this policy helps solve the problem:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Source of information (URL):  ________________________________________________________________________

Existing Policy # 1:  ________________________________________________________________________

Explanation of how this policy helps solve the problem:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Source of information (URL):  ________________________________________________________________________

Existing Policy # 1:  ________________________________________________________________________

Explanation of how this policy helps solve the problem:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Source of information (URL):  ________________________________________________________________________







